Introduction 33
It is well acknowledged that the architecture of Asia results of the amalgamation of 34 large continents such as Siberia, N. China, S. China, Tarim, Indochina, India, and several and Indochina. The RRF is a polyphase fault with Miocene sinistral ductile strike-slip (also 75 referred to as the Ailaoshan-Red River shear zone), and a Plio-Quaternary dextral motion. 76
The left-lateral ductile displacement developed in response to the Indian collision was 77 variously estimated from a few tens to several hundred of km (e.g. Tapponnier et al., 1986 ; 78 Leloup et al., 1995 Leloup et al., , 2006 Searle, 2006) . The strike-slip faulting accounts for the Cenozoic 79
tectonics, but when dealing with the Triassic events, the RRF cannot be considered as a plate 80 boundary as ophiolites, subduction complexes, or HP metamorphic rocks are lacking. In 81 contrast, two ophiolitic belts are recognized in NW and NE Vietnam on both sides of the 82 RRF, along the Song Chay and Song Ma faults ( Fig. 2 Triassic turbidite (Fig. 4C) . 
The Ailaoshan Belt 139
This NW-SE 500km-long belt (Fig. 2) is subdivided into several narrow stripes by 140 belt-parallel strike-slip faults. In spite of the intense Cenozoic shearing (e.g. Leloup et al., 141 1995), the Ailaoshan is commonly acknowledged as a Triassic suture zone between the SCB 142 and Indochina-Simao block but structural details and subduction polarity are disputed (e.g. 
The termination of the NE Vietnam Belt 171
The NE Vietnam Belt abruptly ends in China (Fig. 2) . The Dai Nuy Con Voi 
The Yunkai Massif 190
In Guangxi, the Late Triassic-Jurassic red sandstone of the Shiwandashan basin (SB in 191 The flat-lying foliation and NE-SW stretching lineation, associated with a top-to-the-NE 197 ductile shearing developed at ca 250-240 Ma. During this event, the Early Paleozoic granites 198 were changed to orthogneiss (Fig. 4D) . The Yunkai massif is a 100km-scale basement nappe 199 that overthrusts northward onto the Late Paleozoic sedimentary rocks of the SCB (Figs. 3C,  200   4E ). As ophiolites are lacking there, the eastward extension of the Song Chay suture should 201 be searched more to the South in Hainan Island (Fig.2) . 202 fig. 2 ). This fault, devoid of ophiolites and 226 subduction mélange, is not a suture zone, but an intracontinental "scar". In order to balance 227 the ca 300 km of shortening experienced by the sedimentary rocks overlying the decollement 228 layer, a SE-ward continental subduction of the same amount must have taken place in the 229 crystalline basement of the western part of SCB (Chu et al., 2012a) . 230 231
Coastal and eastern SE China 232
E-W striking folds develop south of the Jiangshan-Shaoxing Fault (Fig. 2) . The Late 233 2). Furthermore, HP metamorphic rocks crop out in the S. Ryukyu Islands (Fig.2) . In these12 mafic schists, phengite and barroisite are dated at 225±5 Ma and 237±6 Ma Ma, respectively 274 (Faure et al., 1988). One possibility is to relate these features to the Triassic orogeny of SCB. 275
In conclusion, the Triassic belts that wrap around the SCB southern margin from SW 276 to SE exhibit lithostratigraphic, structural and chronological resemblances that allow us to 277 infer that a single belt developed in response to the subduction and collision of the SCB below 278 the Qiangtang-Indochina block. Such a S-directed subduction was coeval with the intra- Fig. 2A, B, C 
